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face. Specimens from Kenedy County showed the most variation in neck 
coloration; the presence of green to blue-green pigmentation, especially in 
males, indicated some degree of genetic influence with C. s. viridis. In 
contrast, specimens from Jim Hogg County showed the least amount of 
color variation of the neck. Rarely did these lizards exhibit any color 
other than yellow in the neck region. Because of the distinctive yellow 
face in C. s. stephensi, an appropriate common name for this race is the 
Texas yellow-faced racerunner. 

Distributional ecology.-Cnemidophorus s. stephensi is distributed 
throughout and along the fringe areas of the South Texas Plains and on 
Padre Island (Fig. I). The eastern coastal region of this mesquite-live oak 
savanna is characterized by moderately taB, white-to-brown colored sand 
dunes (Fig. 20). In the western regions, the sand dunes are relative low 
and have incorporated red clays. The lower Rio Grande Valley borders 
the plains to the south, and a hilly "brush country" borders the plains to 
the west and north. Within the South Texas Plains, C. s. stephensi was 
occasionally taken syntopically with the Texas spotted whiptai~ 

(Cnemidophorus gularis gularis). Attempts to find C. s. stephensi 
sympatrically with the Laredo striped whiptail (Cnemidophorus 
laredoensis), a parthenogenetic clonal species complex (Walker, .987) 
restricted to the Rio Grande Valley, have been unsuccessful. A zone of 
intergradation between C. s. stephensi and C. s. viridis (to the north) 
could not be established. Interestingly, C. s. stephensi occurs 
sympatrically with another population of unusual yellow-headed lizards 
in Kenedy County. Here, the presence of male southern prairie lizards 
(Sceloporus undulatus consobrinus) that possess bright yellow on the side 
of the head and on the ventral neck surfaces has been noted, but females 
lack this yellow co~oration. 

Natural history.-The type series of C. s. stephensi was collected by 
excavation into a sandy, red clay roadcut. Numerous burrow systems 
constructed by the lizards were scattered throughout this habitat; their 
design was similar to those of the other subspecies of racerunners 
(Trauth, 1983) and to burrows of C. laredoensis (Walker et aI., 1986; 
Walker, 1987). 
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ApPENDIX 

Available locality data for all specimens of Cnemidophorus sexlineatus stephensi 
examined other than the type series are listed below and are plotted in Fig. 1. Brooks Co.: 
19.6 km. W Falfurrias, Arkansas State University Museum of Zoology (ASUMZ) 9066; 
19.2 km. SW Falfurrias, ASUMZ 9067, 9068; 6.4 km. S. Falfurrias, ASUMZ 9069, 9070; 
19.2 km. SE Falfurrias, Texas A & M University and Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection 
(TCWC) 20882-20888. Cameron Co.: Louisiana State University collection (LSU) 33845, 
33846; KU 12756, 12757; Padre Island, Frank W. Judd personal collection (FWJ) 46; South 
Padre Island, FWJ 91, 165, 229, 230, ASUMZ 9102; Brazos Island, FWJ 204. Jim Hogg 
Co.: 20 km. S Hebbronville, ASlJMZ 9071-9075; 0.5 km. N Agua Nueva, ASUMZ 9076, 
9077; 1.9 km. S Agua Nueva, ASUMZ 9079-9081; 9.1 km. NW Hebbronville, ASUMZ 
9081; 4.8 km. S Hebbronville, ASUMZ 9082-9084. Kenedy Co.: Sarita, ASUMZ 9095; 6.8 
km. S Sarita, ASUMZ 9096; 16.8 km. S Mifflin, ASUMZ 9097-9102; 29.1 km S Sarita, 
Texas A & I University (TAlC) 4786.0-4786.14, TAlC 2519.0-2519.5, TAlC 680,1770,4049, 
3045; 7.1 km. S Sarita, University of Arizona (UAZ) 5602-5604. Starr Co.: 0.8 km. N La 
Gloria, ASUMZ 9059-9061; 4.2 km. NE La Gloria, ASUMZ 9062-9065. Webb Co.: (no 
data for specimens). 


